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Admission to the Honors College requires the completion of a separate application. Admission is based on evidence of exceptional 
academic achievement and leadership, appreciation of creativity, commitment to service, and global awareness. The College accepts 
students prepared to embark on a curriculum that includes a series of specially designed courses and educational experiences that 
will prepare them for the best in post-baccalaureate opportunities. The University Honors curriculum meets the needs of high-ability 
students through Honors general education courses (small, cross-disciplinary courses, as well as introductory courses in many majors), 
international experiences, and a required Honors thesis/project. The College offers an introductory Freshman Honors Seminar and 
two additional interdisciplinary courses that may fulfill general education requirements. Classes are generally capped at twenty 
participants or less, and they are conducted under the guidance of one or more faculty members who represent diverse academic 
areas. The courses are interdisciplinary in nature and are intended to exhibit ways in which two or more fields of study bear upon 
the subject matter. Honors faculty members are selected on the basis of demonstrated excellence in teaching and scholarship. 

University Honors
The Honors College offers outstanding and highly-motivated students a special opportunity to broaden and enrich their academic 
experience by providing Honors courses that will lead to graduation with University Honors from the Honors College. Honors courses 
are offered through the Honors College (HON courses) and as departmental offerings in more than 35 majors. Most departmental 
honors courses at the lower division level are designed to fulfill general education or departmental curriculum requirements. Honors 
courses are frequently conducted as seminars in which students meet in small groups to discuss readings, exchange ideas, debate, 
and share results of individual study and research. The emphasis in Honors is on independent and creative thinking with a great 
deal of student participation expected. Support facilities, including classrooms, study rooms, and special programs are available to 
all Honors College students. In order to graduate with University Honors from the Honors College and have the designation on the 
final transcript, Honors students must complete the University Honors requirements by meeting the following criteria (for a total of 
at least 24 required semester hours in Honors):

1. completing at least 9 semester hours of University Honors courses in at least two of the three major discipline areas (humani-
ties, social sciences, and natural sciences) and one each from the three levels of HON 1515, HON 2515, and HON 3515

2. completing 9 additional semester hours of Honors courses from any area
3. completing at least 3 semester hours of Honors courses in the major
4. fulfilling the Honors College International Education requirement
5. maintaining both a cumulative and Honors course GPA of 3.45 in the senior year and earning no less than a “C+” in all required 

Honors courses
6. completing an Honors Thesis/Project (3 semester hours minimum), to be examined (defended) and approved by both an       

advisor in the student’s thesis/project area and a second reader from a different department.

Further information and application materials are available online at www.honors.appstate.edu. Within guidelines approved by the 
Honors College Academic Program Committee, students may enter into an Honors contract with an instructor and a department or 
program to complete a standard curriculum course and receive Honors credit. A grade of "B+" or higher is required for a non-honors 
course to count towards University Honors by contract, and all contracts must be approved in advance by the Honors College. Copies 
of the guidelines and Honors contract application materials may be obtained online or from the Honors office.

Departmental Honors
Several disciplines offer students the opportunity to graduate with departmental honors. Check for requirements and procedures in 
the catalog section of the specific departments and programs. Most departmental Honors programs will require at least 9 semester 
hours in departmental Honors courses, including a 3 semester hour Honors Thesis/Project. Students may take part in more than one 
departmental Honors program at a time; however, the requirements for both need to be met independently. Students may also pursue 
both University and their departmental Honors simultaneously. Admission to departmental Honors is usually offered by invitation only. 
Students interested in enrolling in departmental Honors should contact the departmental Honors director for admissions criteria and 
program requirements. Each department or program establishes its own criteria for admitting students into departmental Honors, 
subject to approval of the Honors Council.
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Minor in Medical Humanities (605/30.9999)
A minor in Medical Humanities consists of 15 semester hours. Of these, 3 semester hours are required and 12 semester hours are 
elective hours. This minor is open to any student in the University regardless of their major, but students must apply for admission. 
A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.3 is required at the time of application and must be maintained to graduate with a minor in Medical 
Humanities. Applications must be submitted to the Minor in Medical Humanities Committee (MMHC) for review and approval. Students 
accepted into the minor will have access to any of the Honors College courses that are offered for this minor.

The program of study is available at: www.programsofstudy.appstate.edu/medical-humanities-minor-605-2015-2016	

Courses of Instruction in Honors (HON) 
This catalog reflects fall and spring semester offerings. Honors courses and contracts are typically not offered in the summer terms 
(except for travel courses). (For an explanation of the prefixes used in the following courses, see the listing of Course Prefixes.) 
Students are advised to check the Honors College website at www.honors.appstate.edu for more information on courses and instructors.

HONORS (HON)

HON 1515. Freshman Honors Seminar (3).F;S.
GEN ED: First Year Seminar
An interdisciplinary special topics course taught by one or two professors. This Honors course is equivalent to UCO 1200 (First Year 
Seminar) and fulfills the general education first year seminar requirement. Students may not receive credit for both UCO 1200 and 
HON 1515. Instructors and content vary; may be repeated for credit when content does not duplicate. (ND Prerequisite: passing the 
math placement test or successful completion of MAT 0010.)

HON 2500. Independent Study (1-3).F;S.

HON 2515. Sophomore Honors Seminar (3).F;S.
A cross-disciplinary special topics course covering two or more disciplines (science, social science, or humanities). Instructors and 
content vary; may be repeated for credit when content does not duplicate. This course may replace courses in the general education 
curriculum subject to semester-by-semester approval of the General Education Council. (ND Prerequisite: passing the math place-
ment test or successful completion of MAT 0010.)

HON 3500. Independent Study (1-3).F;S.

HON 3510. Washington Experience (3).On Demand.
A seminar-style, variable topics course, to be taught in Washington, D.C. The course will explore the role of a national capital in the 
determination of public policy and national culture in a diverse democracy, using Washington, D.C., as text. Enrollment is limited to 
students who have applied and been accepted to the Washington Internship Program.

HON 3515. Junior/Senior Honors Seminar (3).F;S.
A special topics course covering two or more disciplines (science, social science, or humanities) with an emphasis on students’ de-
velopment of research skills. Instructors and content vary; may be repeated for credit when content does not duplicate. This course 
may replace courses in the general education curriculum subject to semester-by-semester approval of the General Education Council. 
(ND Prerequisite: passing the math placement test or successful completion of MAT 0010.)

HON 3520. Instructional Assistance (1).F;S.
A supervised experience in the instructional process through direct participation in a classroom situation. Graded on an S/U basis. 
Prerequisite: junior or senior standing. May be repeated for a total credit of three semester hours.

HON 3530-3549. Selected Topics (1-4).F;S.On Demand.

HON 4010. Senior Honors Thesis/Project (1-3).F;S.
Independent study and research for an interdisciplinary thesis or project. Directed and graded by a faculty member in the student’s 
thesis/project area with a second faculty member from a different department serving as a second reader. May be taken concurrently 
for credit in a student’s major department, if applicable. Prerequisite: completion of an approved Honors sequence. (By invitation or 
application only.) May be repeated for credit if the total proposed thesis/project is more than three credit hours.
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